
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 
In preparation for Sunday, August 19, 2007   Passage: Matthew 9:36-38 

Memory Passage: Matthew 9:37-38 

 
TODAY: From your study this past week, what is one thing that impressed you that can be of help in your life? 
 

 
DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT  
 
(a) Begin by reading Matthew 9:35-38.  What does the fact that “Jesus was going 
through all of the cities and villages” suggest about His earthly ministry?  
 
(b) Review the preceding context.  Where were these “cities and villages”?  What does 
Scripture offer us in the way of helpful observations about these areas? 
 
(c) According to verse 35 and other related texts, what was the greatest priority in Jesus’ 
ministry?  Explain. 
 
(d)  What are some of the ways in which our ministry efforts today fail to imitate that of 
Jesus’ as described here in verse 35?  In what ways are we excelling in our efforts to 
imitate Jesus’ ministry here in verse 35?   
 
DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT 
 
(a) Begin by reading Matthew 9:35-38.  In what ways are “teaching” and “preaching” 
similar?  In what ways are they distinct?  
 
(b) What is the relationship between the “teaching” and “preaching” and “healing” 
ministries of Jesus?  What was the intended purpose for each?  
 
(c) How do “disease” and “sickness” differ?  Discuss the impact of Jesus healing “every 
kind” of disease and sickness. 
 
(d) What are some earmarks of Jesus’ genuine “healing” ministry?  In what ways might 
Jesus’ “healing” ministry help us discern counterfeit healing ministries? 
 
DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT 
 
(a) Begin by re-reading Matthew 9:35-38.  What was it that Jesus saw when He was 
“Seeing the people?”     
 
(b) What does it mean to talk of Jesus, the Son of God, feeling “compassion”?    
 
(c)  What, in particular, evoked such “compassion” in the Lord Jesus?  What are some 
ways in which Jesus’ compassion differs from mere human compassion?    
   



(d) What does it mean to be “distressed” and “dispirited”?  What is pictured in the 
metaphorical language of “sheep without a shepherd”? 
   
(e) Does your church background have any experience with leadership that resembles 
what Jesus describes in this text?  Do you currently know anyone that is in a “distressed” 
and “dispirited” church fellowship?  How do you begin to help them?  What counsel 
should you offer? 
 
 
DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT 
 
(a) Begin by re-reading Matthew 9:35-38.  In what sense is the “harvest plentiful”?  
What makes for a plentiful harvest?   
 
(b) What in this text points to the cause for such “few” workers? 
 
(c)  Is there a connection between the shortage of “workers” and the “compassion” of 
Jesus?  Explain. 
 
(d) In what ways are you personally laboring in the “harvest”?  In what ways are you as a 
church laboring collectively in the “harvest”?  What has been the impact of your labors? 
 
 
DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT 
 
(a) Begin by re-reading Matthew :35-38.  What is significant about Jesus’ conclusion 
beginning with the exhortation to “beseech” the Lord of the Harvest?   
 
(b) Who is the “Lord” of the harvest?  What should we anticipate when we beseech “the 
Lord of the harvest”?   
 
(c)  What is the process by which the Lord of the harvest sends out workers into His 
harvest?  Should every Christian expect to be “sent out” into His harvest?   
 
(d) How should it affect your thinking to know that the harvest into which He sends the 
laborer is “His harvest”?  
 
(e) What are you doing to incorporate this kind of burden into your own private prayer 
life?  Your small group?  Your church?  How has it impacted your view of missions? 


